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methods resolved on to recover tlie church lands,
and to prevent the education of the protestant
clergy ; and what remained was referred to another
general diet to be held at Frankfort-au-Main, in
August, 1631.
I won't pretend to say the other protestant
princes of Germany had never made any overtures
to the king of Sweden to come to their assistance,
but it is plain they had entered into no league with
him; that appears from the difficulties which re-
tarded the fixing of the treaties afterwards, both
with the dukes of Brandenburgh and Saxony,
which unhappily occasioned the ruin of Magde-
burgh.
But it is plain the Swede was resolved on a war
with the emperor; his Swedish majesty might and
indeed could not but foresee, that if he once showed
himself with a sufficient force on the frontiers of
the empire, all the protestant princes would be
obliged by their interest or by his arms to fall in
with him, and this the consequence made appear
to be a just conclusion; for the electors of Bran-
denburgh and Saxony were both forced to join with
him.
First, they were willing to join with him, at least
they could not find in their hearts to join with the
emperor, of whose power they had such just appre-
hensions ; they wished the Swedes success, and
would have been very glad to have had the work done
at another man's charge; but like true Germans they
were more willing to be saved than to save them-
selves, and therefore hung back and stood upon
terms.
Secondly, they were at last forced to it; the first
was forced to join by the king of Sweden himself,
who being come so lar was not to be dallied with ;
and had not the duke of Brandenburgh complied as

